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These resources are designed to respond to the Religious Education Directory for EYFS, branch 3 — Galilee to Jerusalem. The resource is designed to be
used in conjunction with the RED EYFS document, which gives detail on content and delivery.

The resource has been structured into 6 blocks, each based around one objective. This will allow schools some freedom with how long they choose
to spend on each objective.

Hear -The first section for each unit is the ‘Hear’ section. This section of the resource should not be changed, as the scripture should be the starting
point and foundation of the learning. An age appropriate version of the scripture can be found at the end of the document. The scripture for this
branch is based on: Matthew 2:1-12, Mark 10:13-16, John 6:1-14

Believe - This section details the Catholic belief and teaching related to this scripture and suggested ways to share this with the children.

understand it and how they can live it out. This section of the resource has a range of activities that you may choose — some are suited to adult led
whole class or group delivery and some to continuous provision. You do not need to cover all the activities, there are a range of suggested activities
and the children should have access to a range of learning opportunities across the whole topic. The amount of time and number of opportunities
offered to children for RE — in both adult led activities and continuous provision - should be equal to that of literacy and mathematics.

Celebrate - This section suggests ways in which the children can express their wonder and awe and learn to pray, praise and celebrate their faith.

()\ Live- This section has a range of activities that you could use to help the children to respond to the scripture and belief to enable them to better

Vocabulary - the key words for the children to learn, use and understand in this topic are:-
Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Magi, Kings, Wise Men, Camel, Visit, Gift, Gold, Bless, Welcome, Love, Feed, Share, Miracle.




0 Hear-

A The Wise men followed a star and came to visit Jesus. Matthew 2:1-12

Read, Share and explore the Scripture of Matthew 2:1-12 - using age
appropriate versions of the story of the Wise Men, or Magi. Share the idea that
Jesus came for everyone - all over the world.

Suggested texts -
% "The Story of the -

;‘i\“"ee Wlse K”gfs

RETOLD & ILLUSTRATED BY 3

~ TOMIE dePAOLA

Saddleback Kids =The

The Jesus Story Book Bible  Wise Men The Story of the Three Wise Kings
Chapter 24- King of Kings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk Tomie de Paola

https://voutu.be/FCOMNTXE-Us 1LhngROCM https://voutu.be/U7KOE9PFcdk



https://youtu.be/FCDmNTxE-Us
https://youtu.be/U7KOE9PFcdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1LhnqROCM

_) Believe.

A The Wise Men Visited Jesus

As you share different versions of the story of the Three Wise Men, explore with the
children the idea that God chose to let people all over the world know about the birth
of the Baby Jesus. This is because God made and loves everyone — all over the world.
Explain that God sent his son Jesus into the world for everyone. He wanted people from
very far away to know that Jesus had been born and in those days there was no
television, no phones and no internet — so God sent a very special message for everyone
to see- a new Star. The wise men studied the stars and knew that this star was special
and different. This star would lead them to the Baby Jesus. They chose to leave
everything that they knew- all the comforts of home — and travel many, many miles to
visit the Baby Jesus. Their journey would have been long and difficult but they knew He
was special. They knew He was the son of God and they wanted to come and see Him.

=4 Take a look at a globe or map and invite the children to wonder
' ¥ about how big the world is. Show the children where England
is. Now look at where Bethlehem is and look at places west of
- there. Itis thought that the Wise men most likely came from
the region of Iran. Look at the distance between the two places
and invite them to wonder about how they may have travelled
in the days before aeroplanes and cars. | wonder how long it
took? | wonder what they saw on the way? | wonder if it was an
easy journey?
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen
recall.

A Invite the children to think about the journey that the wise men took to find Jesus.
Think about all the different things they may have seen on the journey. Maybe they
crossed rivers, maybe they crossed deserts, maybe they crossed mountains and
hills. Invite the children to act out the story of the journey using small world. Create
different terrains on a tuff tray — or similar —and invite the children to explore the
different terrains with camels. You could use sand, play-bark, slime, fake grass,
pebbles, rice etc.




Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen
recall.

A Invite the children think about how God sent a new star to lead the Wise men to
the baby Jesus. Explore constellations and how they were used to help sailors to
navigate. Give the children opportunities to represent some of the constellation
patterns in different ways- stickers and chalk, painting, threading, buttons, small
part play. Invite them to make and decorate telescopes and role play finding,
naming and charting new constellations.
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequenc¢

recall.

A Invite the children think about the scripture story of the visit of the Wise men. Invite
them to use pictures or symbols to sequence the events in the story. The children
can then use the images to retell the story to others — either verbally or using key
words to write sentences to describe each image. They could make and use stick

puppets or knitted/wooden figures to retell the story.

A https//www freebibleimages.org/illustrations/dm-wise-men/



https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/dm-wise-men/

Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequenc¢
recall.

A Invite the children to think about the story of the journey of the Wise men. On their way to
find the baby Jesus, they met King Herod at his palace and he asked them to tell him if they
found the baby Jesus. However, God told them in a dream the that King Herod was a bad man
and wanted to hurt the baby Jesus — and because they all had the same dream - the Wise
men did not go back and tell Herod where Jesus was and they went home another way. Invite
the children to think about the palace that King Herod lived in and the tents that the Wise men
camped in. Using different loose play items — both indoors and outdoors - invite them to build
palaces, tents and camps - and role play the journey home of the Wise men.




Celebrate; We give glory to God in prayer.

When the Wise men visited the baby Jesus, they were very happy that God had given us
the Baby Jesus. We are also so happy that God gave us His son. We can tell God how
wonderful we think He is by giving glory to Him. This means telling Him how wonderful
He is when we talk to Him in our prayers. A special prayer that we can pray to give Glory
to God for the gift of His son, is the ‘Glory Be’ prayer.

Use the video to learn and say the Glory Be together. Make up some hand gestures or
signs to go with the words - e.g.

1) ‘Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit’ - sign of the cross

2)  ‘Asit wasin the beginning’ — right hand stretched out

3) ‘Is now' - left hand stretched out

4)  'and ever shall be, world without end’ — make a circle with both hands
5) Amen - hands together

https://youtu.be/8PywcphBcw \ %



https://youtu.be/8Pywcp-hBcw

Q Hear-

A The Wise men followed a star and came to visit Jesus. Matthew 2:1-12

Read, Share and explore the Scripture of Matthew 2:1-12 - using age
appropriate versions of the story of the Wise Men, or Magi. Invite the children
to think about why the Wise men gave gifts to the baby Jesus.

Suggested texts -
& % ‘Y\ne dtory of the =
c““»ee\/\ﬂse K”gfs
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The Jesus Story Book Bible  Wise Men The Story of the Three Wise Kings
Chapter 24- King of Kings https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7k Tomie de Paola
https://youtu.be/FCDMNTXE-Us 1LhngROCM

https://vyoutu.be/U7KOE9PFcdk



https://youtu.be/FCDmNTxE-Us
https://youtu.be/U7KOE9PFcdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zk1LhnqROCM

) Believe
A The Wise Men gave Jesus gifts.
As you share different versions of the story of the Three Wise Men, draw attention to the
mention of the gifts that the Wise men brought for baby Jesus. Explain simply and briefly
what the gifts are; Gold is very expensive and a symbol of a king. Frankincense is an
expensive perfume that is burned by high priests as a symbol of lifting our prayers up to
God. Myrrh is a special oil that is used for anointing. Take time to ask the children why
they think that the Wise men brought gifts for baby Jesus? When do we give and receive
gifts in our lives? What does it mean when we give someone a present? Explain that the
Wise men wanted to show Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus how important Jesus was to
them and that they wanted to celebrate His birth with these gifts. Take some time to
discuss with the children a special gift that you once received and how it made you feel.
Invite them to share a time that they received a special gift and how it made them feel.

You could begin the discussion by showing the children a special
wrapped gift. Ask them to guess what might be in it and who it
might be for. Before revealing the contents, share again the story
of the Wise men and discuss the above points. After the
discussion, reveal that the gift tag has slipped off and that you
now see the gift is for the whole class — invite them to share
feelings of how it feels to get a gift — then open the gift and reveal
a small gift for the class (e.g. a new book, resource, toy camel,
snacks, new pencils etc — something that the class can share.)
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen
recall.

Invite the children to think about the gifts that the Wise

. men gave to Jesus. What do they think Jesus would like

SO as a gift from us today? Tell the children about how
Jesus loves us all very much and He also wants us to
love and care for each other. Explain that Jesus told us
that when we do something kind for someone else, it is
the same as if we have done it for Him. This means that
if we want to give Jesus a gift, we can do this by doing
something kind for other people.
Invite the children to think about ways in which they
can do kind things for each other -in class, at home, in
the playground. Who can they be kind to - so that they
can give Jesus a gift? Invite the children to try and do a
kind thing for someone else and then write or draw a
gift label with the name of the person that they were
| kind to. They could then tie the label onto a special gift
' box on the prayer table — ready to give to Jesus when
~ everyone has added a name.
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen
recall.

A Invite the children to look at some different wrapping papers that we use to
decorate gifts. Talk about why we wrap presents in a special way and what it feels
like when a present looks special and beautifully wrapped. Look at repeating pattens
on different wrapping paper examples.

A Invite the children to explore printing with different objects to create different
patterns to decorate and make their own wrapping paper.

A Invite children to practise wrapping objects — using paper scissors and tape to wrap
different objects.
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen
recall.

=
=~

A Invite the children to think about one of the gifts given by the Wise men - Gold. Look
at some golden objects and think about why people think that gold is special.
Discuss what they notice about it — its properties. Invite the children to explore some
reflective golden and silver objects. Use mirrors, beads, golden materials, tinsel, foil,
wrappers, jewellery and invite the children to explore or sort the materials in loose
part play. Maybe invite them to make a treasure box of things that they think are also
as special as gold. Invite them to explain why. Invite them to explore making patterns
with shiny beads or stones — maybe to design a crown for the wise men.
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Q Liveldeas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:-
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequen

recall.

=
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A Invite the children to look at images of the three gifts bought by the Wise men.
Discuss how they know that these are special and expensive gifts. Look at the
different ways that the gifts are decorated. Invite the children to design and make
their own special gift boxes, bottles or jars. Allow the children to explore different
ways that they can decorate old boxes, bottles and jars to make them look special.
Give the children lots of choices of different materials and explore how they can cut,
cover and stick things to make them look special and invite them to discuss their
choices and methods.
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Celebrate; We give glory to God in prayer.

When the Wise men visited the baby Jesus, they were very happy that
God had given us the Baby Jesus. We are also so happy that God gave us
His son. We can tell God how wonderful we think He is by giving glory to
Him. This means telling Him how wonderful He is when we talk to Him in
our prayers. A special prayer that we can pray to give Glory to God for the
gift of His son, is the ‘Glory Be' prayer.

Use the video to learn and say the Glory Be together.

Tell the children something that you love about God’s wonderful gifts
and that you want to give glory for. You may wish to bring in a picture or

an object to represent it — e.g. the seaside could be represented by a
shell.

Invite the children to share something that they love
About God's many gifts -

somewhere they love,

someone they love

Something they love — and invite them to say —

| give glory to God for................

THE GLORY BE

https://youtu.be/8Pywcp
hBcw



https://youtu.be/8Pywcp-hBcw

Hear-
A Jesus welcomes and blesses the little children — Mark 10:13-16

Read, Share and - -

the

Jgis:gZybook

} (’wstorywh%mstibleg i ..‘)’

=

https://voutu.be/bXbxCx2ck) https://www.youtube.com/wat
0?list=PLVEbSAA7B8J_c3BTNBuUkBzaA71YyfiJTz ~Ch?2v=VPUMDVBO7dY




