
Year 5: Physics: Forces: Gravity & Friction Knowledge Organiser

Friction
A force that acts between two 
surfaces that are moving, or 
trying to move across each 
other.

Types of friction:
• air resistance- a type of 

friction caused by air 
pushing against a moving 
object 

• water resistance - a type of 
friction caused by water 
pushing against a moving 
object 

Streamlining
When an object is shaped to minimise the 
effects of air or water resistance. 

Gravity
A pulling force from 
the Earth (or anything 
thing else that has 
mass)

Isaac Newton is thought 
to have developed the 
theory of gravity when 
an apple fell on his 
head.


